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District of Columbia C. P. A. Law
District commissioners of the District of Columbia have appointed
the following members of the accountancy board created under the act
recently passed providing for C. P. A. examinations and registrations in
the District: William Clabaugh, John J. Miller, R. G. Rankin. The board
has organized by the election of R. G. Rankin as president and William
Clabaugh as secretary.
Following is the full text of the law passed by congress and signed
by the president of the United States:
An

act to create a board of accountancy for the district of

COLUMBIA, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives of the United
States of America in congress assembled, that any person who has
received from the board of accountancy, hereinafter created, a certifi
cate of his qualifications to practise as a public accountant shall be
known and styled as a “certified public accountant,” and no other
person, and no partnership all of the members of which have not
received such certificate, and no corporation shall assume such title
or the title of “certified accountant” or the abbreviation “C. P. A.,” or
any other words, letters, or abbreviations tending to indicate that the
person, firm, or corporation so using the same is a certified public
accountant.
Sec. 2. That for the purpose of this act a public accountant is
hereby defined as a person skilled in the knowledge and science of
accounting, who holds himself out to the public as a practising
accountant for compensation, and who maintains an office for the
transaction of business as such, whose time during the regular business
hours of the day is devoted to the practice of accounting as a profes
sional public accountant.
Sec. 3. That there is hereby created a board of accountancy in
and for the District of Columbia, to consist of three members, to be
appointed by the commissioners of the District of Columbia, and who,
with the exception of the members first to be appointed, shall be the
holders of certificates issued under the provisions of this act. The
members of the board first to be appointed shall be skilled in the
knowledge, science, and practice of accounting, and shall have been
actively engaged as professional public accountants within the District
of Columbia for a period of at least three years, and shall hold
office, one for one year, one for two years, and one for three years,
and until their successors are appointed and qualified. The term of
each member is to be designated by the commissioners in each
appointment. Their successors shall be appointed for terms of three
years from the dates as aforesaid and until their successors are
appointed and qualified. The commissioners may, after full hearing,
remove any member of the board for neglect of duty or other just
cause. The board shall organize by the election of a president and
a secretary and a treasurer, and may make all rules and regulations
necessary to carry into effect the purposes of this act. Any two
members acting as a board shall constitute a quorum for the trans
action of business.
Sec. 4. That the board of accountancy shall not grant a certificate
as a certified public accountant to any person other than (a) a citizen
of the United States, or one who has duly declared his or her intention
of becoming such citizen, who is over the age of twenty-one years,
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and (b) of good moral character, (c) who is a graduate of a high
school with a four years’ course or has had an equivalent education,
or who, in the opinion of the board, has had sufficient commercial
experience in accounting, and (d) who has received a diploma from
some recognized school of accountancy and has had one year's
experience in the employment of a practising certified public account
ant, or has had three years’ experience in the employ of a practising
certified public accountant, and (e) except under the provisions of
section 6 of this act, who shall have successfully passed examinations
in the theory and practice of general accounting, in commercial law
as affecting accountancy, and in such other related subjects as the
board may deem advisable: provided, that the board of accountancy
may waive the provision for accounting experience as set forth in
clause (d) above, and in lieu thereof may hold in abeyance a certificate
to any person who shall otherwise have qualified until such time as
the applicant can prove to have served two years in the employ of
a practising certified public accountant: provided further, that the board
may waive the requirement for service in the employ of a practising
certified public accountant, as set forth in clause (d) above, in the
case of any person who has had not less than five years’ actual and
continuous experience in auditing the books and accounts of other
persons in three or more distinct lines of commercial business, but
nothing contained in this act shall be construed as granting any
power to waive any provision of this act other than as set forth
herein, nor shall any such waiver be granted except by the unanimous
vote of the members of the board.
Sec. 5. That all examinations provided for herein shall be
conducted by the board. The examination shall take place as often
as may be necessary in the opinion of the board, but not less frequently
than once each year. The time and place of holding examinations
shall be duly advertised for not less than three days in one daily
newspaper published in the District of Columbia, beginning not less
than thirty days prior to the date of each examination.
Sec. 6. That the board of accountancy may, in its discretion,
waive the examination and issue a certificate as certified public
accountant to any person possessing the qualifications mentioned in
section 4 of this act who is the holder of a certificate as certified
public accountant issued under the laws of any state or territory
which extends similar privilege to certified public accountants of
the District of Columbia, provided the requirements for such certifi
cate in the state or territory which has granted it to the applicant
are, in the opinion of the board, equivalent to those herein required;
or who is the holder of a certificate as certified public accountant,
or the equivalent thereof, issued in any foreign country, provided the
requirements for such certificates are, in the opinion of the board,
equivalent to those herein required; or who has been practising as
a public accountant in the District of Columbia for more than three
consecutive years next preceding the passage of this act, whose
qualifications are, in the opinion of the board, equivalent to those
required by section 4 of this act, and who shall apply in writing
to the board for such certificate within six months after the passage
of this act.
Sec. 7. That the board of accountancy may revoke any certifi
cate issued under this act for unprofessional conduct or other
sufficient cause: provided, that notice of the cause for such
contemplated action and the date of the hearing thereon by the
board shall have been mailed to the holder of such certificate at his
or her registered address at least twenty days before such hearing.
No certificate issued under this act shall be revoked until the board
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shall have held such hearing, but the nonappearance of the holder
of any certificate, after notice as herein provided, shall not prevent
such hearing. At all such hearings the corporation counsel of the
District of Columbia or one of his assistants designated by him
shall appear and represent the interests of the public.
Sec. 8. That the board of accountancy shall charge for the
examinations, together with certificates to successful applicants,
provided for in this act, a fee of $25. This fee shall be payable by
the applicant at the time of making his or her initial application.
Should the applicant fail to pass the required examination subsequent
examinations will be given the same applicant for an additional fee
of $10 for each examination. From the fees collected under this
act the board shall pay all expenses incident to the examinations, the
expenses of issuing certificates, and traveling expenses of the
members of the board while performing their duties under this act;
and if any surplus remain on the 30th day of June of each year the
members of the board shall be paid therefrom such reasonable
compensation for actual time employed as the Commissioners of the
District of Columbia may determine; and the remaining surplus, if
any, shall be covered into the treasury of the United States to the
credit of the District of Columbia: provided, that no expenses incurred
under this act shall be a charge against the funds of the United States
nor the District of Columbia. The board shall annually report the
number of certificates issued and the receipts and expenses under this
act during each fiscal year to the commissioners of the District of
Columbia.
Sec. 9. That if any person shall represent himself or herself to
the public as having received a certificate as provided for in this act,
or shall assume to practise as a certified public accountant without
having received such certificate, or if any person having received
such certificate, shall hereafter lose the same by revocation, as
provided for in this act, and shall continue to practise as certified
public accountant, or use such title or any other title mentioned in
section 1 of this act, or if any person shall violate any of the provisions
of this act, such person shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and
upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine not exceeding
$500, or by imprisonment not exceeding six months, or by both fine
and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court.
Approved, February 17, 1923.

Samuel L. Epstein and Frederick S. Todman announce the disso
lution of the partnership of Frederick S. Todman & Co.

Harry L. Oppenheimer & Co. of St. Louis announce that Albert W.
Lange has been admitted to partnership in the firm.

Lybrand, Ross Bros. & Montgomery announce the opening of an office
in the Citizens building, Cleveland, Ohio.
Edward R. Burt & Co. announce the removal of their Philadelphia
office to the City Centre building.
Pace & Pace, New York, announce that Ralph R. Bishop has been
admitted to the firm.
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